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Statement of New Public Service Commission Chair Kumar P. Barve 

 

For Immediate Release: January 12, 2026 

Media Contact: Tori Leonard | tori.leonard@maryland.gov  
 

Statement of new Public Service Commission Chair Kumar P. Barve: 

 
“I want to thank Governor Wes Moore for his confidence in me to lead the Public 
Service Commission during this extraordinary period of energy transition in 

Maryland and in our nation. 
 

The Governor, Chair Emeritus Fred Hoover and I agree that this moment in history 
requires an assortment of new policy and legislative approaches – to control energy 
bills and to build a more stable and sustainable energy grid. I will boldly collaborate 

with the Maryland Energy Administration, the Maryland Department of the 
Environment and the Maryland General Assembly. I look forward to continuing our 

advocacy on behalf of Maryland ratepayers before the regional grid operator, PJM, 
and the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
 

The Maryland Public Service Commission will succeed because of the quality and 
the tireless work of our staff. To paraphrase Isaac Newton – if I am able to see far, 

it is only because I stand on the shoulders of giants like the members of the Public 
Service Commission and our superb staff.”  
### 

 
[Press release from Governor Wes Moore] 

 
About the Public Service Commission: 

The Maryland Public Service Commission regulates electric and gas utilities and suppliers, 

telephone companies (land lines), private water and sewer companies, passenger motor 

vehicle carriers for hire, taxicab companies in some jurisdictions and bay pilot rates. The 

Commission implements the energy policy of the State and also regulates the siting of 

energy generating facilities and high-voltage transmission lines. 
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